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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text63: 
	Text64: 5% of Cornell undergraduates drive alone to campus and 19% of graduate students drive alone to campus.
	Text65: 55
	Text66: 
	Text67: 57
	Text68: Currently, over 57% of the waste generated at Cornell University's Ithaca Campus is diverted from the landfill.
	Text69: Complete data not available.
	Text70: Yes: recycling bins are readily available at Cornell's sporting events; student events, student, faculty and staff events.
	Text71: Yes; about 400 tons of food scrap are composted a year from Cornell's dining halls. We compost from all of our All You Care to Eat Dining Halls and most of our retail venues.
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	Text76: Yes, Cornell's is a charter signatory of the American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment. Our Climate Action Plan aims to achieve 20% carbon reduction in 2010, 30% by 2012 and 100% carbon reduction by 2050. We developed a nationally-recognized comprehensive website(www.sustainablecampus.cornell.edu/climate) that details our approach to carbon neutrality. Cornell has made the public commitment to reduce it's use of Cornell by the end of 2011. See the press release and our video at the following links  http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Jan10/CHPopening.html; and http://www.cornell.edu/video/?VideoID=608.
	Text77: Cornell was one of the earlier signatories to the American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment(ACUPCC). One of the first requirements of the climate commitment was a greenhouse gas inventory for emissions associated with on-site combustion (Scope 1); Purchased Electricity (Scope 2); Commuting by Faculty/Staff/Students (Scope 3); and University sponsored air travel (Scope 3).  The inventory is available on-line at http://acupcc.aashe.org/ghg-report.php?id=237.   
	Text78: Yes; Cornell was one of the first universities to commit to the Kyoto protocol which established 1990 as the base year.  Our central campus emissions have been reduced by  over 80,000 tons compared with 1990 levels; although, much of this reduction is the result of New York State having a "cleaner" fuel mix for purchased electricity. Our efforts have moved beyond the meager reduction of Kyoto and are now focused on climate neutrality (net zero GHG emissions).  Our combined heat and power plant project and the elimination of coal will reduce our annual GHG emissions by approximately 70,000 tons. 
	Text79: Cornell University publishes information on endowment performance  as part of the University's annual report.
	Text80: Cornell University has created a task force comprised of students, faculty, staff members and University trustees to develop a recommendation on how best to address  sustainability issues as they relate to the University endowment.  The work of that task force is on going.
	Text81: Cornell University invests in renewable and alternative energy generation and carbon credit creation on an on-going basis.
	Text82: Sustainable Enterprise Association--helped organize “Net Impact” in November 2009 with the Johnson School of Management, which was the largest conference Cornell has ever hosted, and was focused on various aspects of global enterprise, including energy, social entrepreneurship, international development and investing. Lights Out Cornell: Began a pilot project committed to energy conservation in the campus buildings; Formed database of volunteers to turn off the lights in two large buildings on campus Monday - Friday at approximately 9:00 PM; will be calculating the energy savings through this simple conservation method, and are hoping to expand the project to the rest of campus, potentially through the incorporating this into a university employee’s job description or through suggesting that the university install additional motion sensor lights.
	Text83: Cornell students participate in a number of sustainability-related competitions, including:Solar Decathlon - 7th place in 2009, 19th place in 2007, 2nd place in 2005; XPrize 100+ MPG Car - will compete this year;  2008 American Institute of Chemical Engineers student-car competition - 1st place for ChemE Car Team - hydrogen fuel cell powered; 2009 Ed Bacon Student Design Competition - 1st Place for sustainable urban design ideas for  South Philadelphia's Grays Ferry Crescent. 
	Text84: Yes.  About 2/3rd of our 2,300 acre main campus is open space, including natural areas/habitat; forested and agricultural areas for research/teaching; and managed formal quads, courtyards and gardens.  The recent Campus Master Plan (www.masterplan.cornell.edu) has a Town-Country line that recommends a compact development footprint - about 750 acres - and the conservation of open space and natural resources in concert with regional open space and watersheds.  The long-range plan densifies the existing campus, using already developed land and infrastructure to accommodate future growth.  Mixed-use nodes and pedestrian/bike and transit connectivity  allow parking to remain at current numbers.  *See addn'l info on another sheet.
	Text85: Cornell follows LEED guidelines for new construction and routinely meets LEED standards for IAQ including a campus smoking ban; strict construction IAQ practices; high levels of ventilation; use of low-emitting building materials; indoor chemical and pollution control, a rigorous voluntary program of air modeling for emissions sources; green cleaning programs; and thermal comfort design and verification.  Similar practices and policies are being integrated into existing building systems.
	Text86: Yes; Cornell offers a wide range of outdoor- and nature-based programs, including:Cornell Outdoor Education: over 80 classes for fun, enrichment or Physical Education credit, in a wide range of outdoor pursuits including, rock climbing, paddling, tree climbing, outdoor adventure, hiking, caving, biking, skiing, mountaineering, survival skills, wilderness medicine, leadership development, birding, wellness, and  more. www.coe.cornell.edu.  Outdoor Oddysey: Cornell's Outdoor Orientation Program for new students. http://odyssey.coe.cornell.edu/ and Cornell Outing Club:  www.cornelloutingclub.org
	Text87: -Board of Trustees formally approved the Cornell Climate Action Plan to achieve climate neutrality by 2050 http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Sept09/CAP.html; -Opening of the Combined Heat and Power Facility that will enable Cornell to eliminate the use of coal in 2011 and reduce our annual carbon footprint by approximately 30%http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Jan10/CHPopening.html;-Reduced waste and energy use at the annual Slope Day spring outdoor concert through changes in water distribution, increased renewable energy use, and educationhttp://cornellsun.com/section/news/content/2010/03/16/drake-slope-day-takes-environmentally-friendly-twist    *see attached sheet for additional information
	Text88: Cornell operates state-wide sustainability education and outreach programs that support citizens and businesses in every county of New York State  http://cce.cornell.edu/Environment/Pages/Energy.aspxhttp://cce.cornell.edu/sustainability/Pages/default.aspxCornell is the only higher education campus in America that has built and maintains an on-campus, small scale hydro-power facility. The ‘run of the river’ facility produces 1,100 kW of electricity for use on campus that equates to roughly 2% of Cornell’s total electricity demand. http://www.sustainablecampus.cornell.edu/energy/hydroelectric.cfmCornell also developed the only known deep-water Lake Source Cooling facility in the world. The facility creates an 86% reduction in energy use versus conventional cooling alternatives.http://www.sustainablecampus.cornell.edu/energy/lakesource.cfmCornell graduate students and staff led a city-wide effort to create Ithaca Carshare that currently has 13 vehicles based at sites across the campus, community, and nearby colleges. Ithaca Carshare was the first carshare program based in New York State. All Cornell students, staff, and faculty are eligible for free membership. http://www.ithacacarshare.org/csh_cornell.htmlCornell is a founding member of a regional climate action initiative called the Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative. The initiative has over 25 organizational members representing all sectors of the region. http://www.tccpi.org/The local, Tompkins County office of the Cornell Cooperative Extension runs sustainability programs across many topic areas including a Local Green building Tour, a Buy Local Campaign, a Master Composter Program, and many sustainable development and natural resource conservation programsGreen Building - http://www.ccetompkins.org/environment/greenbuilding.phpBuy Local - http://www.ccetompkins.org/localfood/index.htmComposting - http://www.ccetompkins.org/compost/index.htmlCornell President David Skorton chaired the state-wide Task Force on Diversifying the New York State Economy through Industry-Higher Education Partnerships. The final report includes recommendations for increased support for innovation in renewable energy research and local sustainable food systems.http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Dec09/NYSEconDev.html   *See attached for additional information.


